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3The Way of Emunah

Evil is Removed Through Torah Study    Don’t Look at The Past 
or The Future, Only The Present    Silence Leads to Perfection  

  One Who Guards His Speech is Rewarded in This World    
Words That Come From The Heart Illuminate    Lashon Hara 
Causes One to Lose Mitzvos and Gain His Friend’s Aveiros    
As Soon as One Does Teshuva, He Becomes Close to Hashem  

  The Kohen Has The Power to Heal a Negah by Looking at It  
  He Made Himself Like a Worm Twice    Parnassah Brings 

One Close to Hashem    Torah Heals All Nega’im    Anything 
a Jew Does That is Improper is Considered a Sin 

Parshas Metzorah

יֹום ָטֳהָרתֹו ְוהּוָבא ֶאל ַהּכֵֹהן )יד, ב( צָֹרע ּבְ ְהֶיה ּתֹוַרת ַהּמְ זֹאת ּתִ

This shall be the law of the metzorah on the day of his 
purifying. And he shall be brought to the kohen. )14:2( 

Evil is Removed Through 
Torah Study: 

Sefer Bais Aharon quotes 
his father, Rav Osher of 
Stolin zy”a, as explaining the 
words of Rashi in Brachos 
(47B): “L’hotzi rabim yedei 
chovasam”, to mean that one 
can take others out of their 

obligations and their sins. 
(The word “l’hotzi”, which is 
usually used to mean to have 
someone in mind when you 
say a bracha so that they fulfill 
the mitzvah as well, literally 
means “to take out.”)  

With this in mind, the Bais 
Aharon says that the word 
“metzorah” can be translated 
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Hashem’s Salvation For One 
Who Recognizes His Lowly 

Status: J
Sefer Likutei Yehuda 

quotes his grandfather, the 
Chiddushei Harim zy”a as 
asking how Klal Yisroel could 
complain to Moshe Rabenu 
and claim that he took them to 
die in the desert. Hadn’t they 
just witnessed many miracles 

during the exodus from 
Mitzrayim? Why would they 
think that they were all going 
to die? 

He answers that the Jewish 
people in Egypt had sunken 
to the 49th level of impurity. 
They escaped from Mitzrayim 
in order to rise from tumah to 
kedusha. However, they then 
saw the Egyptians chasing after 
them. This means that they 
saw the impurity of Mitzrayim 

ר וגו'  ְדּבָ ּמִ נּו ָלמּות ּבַ ִמְצַרִים ְלַקְחּתָ ִלי ֵאין ְקָבִרים ּבְ ה ֲהִמּבְ ַוּיֹאְמרּו ֶאל מׁשֶ
)יד, יא( 

And they said to Moshe, “Where there no graves in Egypt that you took us to 
die in the desert…)14:11(
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pursuing them. They realized 
that they still were affected 
by this tumah and had not 
succeeded in shaking it off. 

That is what they were 
complaining about. They 
asked how leaving Egypt had 
benefitted them at all if they 
were still as impure as before. 

Moshe answered (ibid:13) by 
telling them to stand firm and 
see the salvation of Hashem. 
He was saying that the very 

fact that they recognized their 
lowly status would lead to 
Hashem’s salvation! Prior to 
leaving Mitzrayim, they hadn’t 
even known that they were 
sunk in tumah. Thus, the fact 
that they now understood that 
they were impure and needed 
to improve themselves was 
a sign that the salvation had 
started. 

When a person recognizes his 
lowly status, he is already on 
the way to improvement. 

ם ִלְפנֹות ּבֶֹקר ְלֵאיָתנֹו וגו' )יד, כז( ב ַהּיָ ׁשָ ם ַוּיָ ה ֶאת ָידֹו ַעל ַהּיָ ט מׁשֶ ַוּיֵ
And Moshe stretched out his hand over the sea, and toward morning the sea 

returned to its strength…)14:27(

Hashem Established The 
Splitting of The Sea as Part of 

Nature: J
Sefer Besh”t al Hatorah relates 

the following story:

There once was a man who 
studied science and philosophy 
and became an expert in these 

subjects. He concluded that it 
is a natural occurrence for the 
sea to split at certain times, and 
when the Jews were leaving 
Egypt was one of those times. 
Therefore, he wondered why 
such a big deal is made out of 
the splitting of the sea if it is 
merely a natural phenomenon. 
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This question bothered him so 
much that he decided to travel 
to the Baal Shem Tov zy”a to 
ask him. 

On the day that he arrived 
in town, the Baal Shem Tov 
announced that every resident 
should come to the shul for an 
important assembly. The man, 
who had yet to ask his question 
to the Besh”t, went along to the 
gathering.

The Besh”t stood before the 
crowd and said, “There are 
some heretics and fools who 
think that Kriyas Yam Suf was 
a natural occurrence. They 
think it was not a miracle from 
Hashem. 

“They don’t know what they 
are talking about. The pasuk 
says (Bereishis 1:1): ‘Bereishis bara 
Elokim.’ In the beginning, 
Hashem created. The word 
‘Elokim’, has the same 
gematriah as ‘teva’, nature. 

This teaches us that nature 
itself was created by Hashem. 
Chazal (Shemos Rabbah 21:6) explain 
that when the pasuk says that 
the sea returned ‘l’aitano’, 
to its strength, it means that 
it returned ‘l’tnao’, to its 
condition. This is a hint that 
when Hashem created the 
world, He made a condition 
with the sea that it would 
split to allow the Jews to pass 
through. All the way back when 
the world was created, Hashem 
put a clause into nature that 
the sea will split at that time. 
This means that miracle was 
even greater. It was so great 
that it was established as part 
of nature at the time that the 
world was created. In order to 
save the Jews, Hashem altered 
the nature of the world. If this 
miracle would not have been 
needed, Hashem would not 
have created nature in this 
way.”   
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Moshe Rabenu Split The Sea 
With His Hand, Not With a 

His Stick: J
It is related that during the 

times of the Vilna Gaon zy”a, 
the Czar of Russia came to own 
a beautiful stone, but he didn’t 
know what kind of gem it was. 
Many experts examined the 
gem but none of them knew 
what it was. 

When the Czar heard that 
there were big scholars in 
Germany who were experts in 
many areas of wisdom, he sent 
the stone to them to examine 
and see if they could figure 
out what it was. The wicked 
renegade Jew, Mendelson, 
was living there at the time 
and he was one of the scholars 
who took a look at the stone. 
However, he too had no clue 
what it was.  

He realized that this might be 
an opportunity to embarrass 
the famed Gaon of Vilna. He 

sent a letter to the Czar in 
which he wrote: “I don’t know 
why His Majesty sent the stone 
all the way from Russia to 
Germany. There is a wise man 
in the city of Vilna who knows 
everything who is known as the 
Gaon of Vilna. I would suggest 
sending the gem to him and 
getting his opinion regarding 
what it is.”

The Czar took the advice 
and had the stone sent to the 
Gaon. The Gaon told the Czar’s 
messenger to put the gem 
down on the table, saying that 
he would give his answer in a 
short time. 

The stone was placed down 
on the table where the Gaon 
learned. Also sitting on the 
table was a glass of water. As 
the Gaon learned, a small child 
who was wandering around the 
house grabbed the stone and 
threw it into the water. After a 
short while, the Gaon saw that 
the stone was in the cup and 
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the water had split into two 
parts. 

He understood that this must 
be the “even snapirinon”, 
which Chazal say has the 
ability to split water. He then 
sent a message back to the Czar 
explaining what the gem was.   

Mendelson was embarrassed 
very much because the Gaon 
was able to identify the stone 
and he was not. Furthermore, 
he was upset that his plan to 
shame the Gaon had backfired 
and the story had led to the 
Gaon being respected and 
honored for his great wisdom. 

In his anger, he sent a letter 
to the Gaon in which he denied 
the miracle of Kriyas Yam Suf. 
He wrote that Moshe’s staff 
was made out of snapirinon 
(as Rashi says in Shemos 17:6). Therefore, it 

had the natural ability to split 
water. This means, he claimed, 
that the splitting of the Yam 
Suf was not a miracle at all.  

The Gaon wrote back, “You 
are a rasha and an apikores. 
The pasuk says that Hashem 
told Moshe: “V’atah harim es 
matcha.” The word “harim” 
means to let go of, as we see 
in Bamidbor (17:10): “Remove 
yourself from this assemblage.” 
This means that Moshe was 
commanded to let go of his 
stick. He did this so that on one 
could claim that the stick split 
the sea. Instead, Hashem told 
him to stretch out his hand 
to split the sea. The sea split 
through Moshe picking up his 
hand, not through his stick. 
That was the miracle of Kriyas 
Yam Suf.” 

 

יְראּו ָהָעם ֶאת ה'  ִמְצַרִים ַוּיִ ה ה' ּבְ ר ָעׂשָ ֹדָלה ֲאׁשֶ ד ַהּגְ ָרֵאל ֶאת ַהּיָ ְרא ִיׂשְ ַוּיַ
ה' וגו' )יד, לא( ֲאִמינּו ּבַ ַוּיַ

And Yisroel saw the great hand that Hashem used upon the Egyptians and the 
nation feared Hashem and they believed in Hashem…)14:31( 
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Emunah is a Higher Level 
Than Seeing:J

Sefer Likutei Yehuda quotes 
his grandfather, the Chidushei 
Harim zy”a as explaining 
that the pasuk is teaching us 
that even though Klal Yisroel 
saw all of the miracles with 
their eyes, they still needed to 
have emunah. (The definition of emunah is 

believing in something even though you never saw it.) 

This is because one can reach 
greater level of understanding 
Hashem’s greatness through 
emunah than through seeing 
things with one’s eyes alone. 

He adds that the Bais Yisroel 
zy”a would say that someone 
once told the Kotzker Rebbe 
zy”a about a certain person 
who was able to see the 
Ushpizin in his sukkah. The 
Rebbe replied, “I do not see 
them. But I have emunah that 
they are there. And emunah is 
a greater level than seeing!”  

The Bais Yisroel would 

conclude by saying that this is 
the explanation of the pasuk. 
It first speaks about the simple 
people and says that they saw 
Hashem’s great hand. They 
saw all of the miracles with 
their eyes, and would not 
have believed had they not 
seen them. The great people, 
however, had emunah even 
without seeing. Regarding 
them, it says that they believed 
in Hashem. They didn’t look 
around to see anything. They 
just believed in Hashem 
without the need to see.  

The Likutei Yehuda continues 
by relating that the Chidushei 
Harim once spoke about the 
great righteousness of the 
Nodah B’Yehuda zt”l. Amongst 
his words, he said that on the 
night of Pesach, when the 
door was opened in honor of 
Eliyahu Hanavi, after reciting 
Sh’foch Chamoscha, the 
Nodah B’Yehuda would get up 
and escort Eliyahu down the 
outside stairs. 
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He would say, “I don’t actually 
see Eliyahu Hanavi in my 
house. But I believe completely 
that he goes to every Jewish 
home on the night of Pesach. 
Since I know he is here, I escort 
him out of the house.”

The Chidushei Harim said, 
“Emunah like this is greater 
than seeing Eliyahu Hanavi!”  

One Who Trusts in Hashem is 
Given All That He Desires:J

Sefer Kedushas Levi on this 
week’s Parshah writes at length 
about the power of emunah 
and bitachon and how belief 
and trust in Hashem provides 
a person with an abundance of 
parnassah. He says as follows: 

The way of Hashem is to 
provide goodness for His 
creations. However, there are 
two types of goodness. Some 
good things come from Above, 
while others also come from 
down on this world. In other 

words, some good things are 
simply sent by Hashem from 
Above, while others are created 
by people doing the right 
things and thereby increasing 
Hashem’s love and compassion.   

This is seen from the verse 
(Tehillim 125:5): “Hashem is my 
shadow.” The Baal Shem Tov 
zy”a explains that just like a 
shadow mimics whatever a 
person does, so too Hashem 
“copies” whatever a person does 
in this world. If the person acts 
with kindness and compassion 
towards others, Hashem will 
act the same way towards him. 
As Chazal say (Shabbos 151B): 
“Anyone who has mercy upon 
people will have mercy taken 
upon him from Shomayim.” 
Thus, however a person helps 
others and does good in this 
world, he will be treated 
accordingly by Hashem. 

The Kedushas Levi concludes: 
Therefore, if a person trusts 
in Hashem and has faith that 
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He will provide him with 
whatever he needs, Hashem 
will treat him accordingly and 
He will send him everything he 
asks for. But if a person lacks 
faith and worries about his 
livelihood, then he will lose 
part of his livelihood. Praised is 
the man who trusts in Hashem. 
Hashem will provide parnassah 
for this person in the merit of 
his trust.  

The True Test of One’s 
Bitachon – An Hour Set 

Aside For Torah: J
How can one determine if his 

bitachon is up to par? 

How can one test himself to 
know if he really believes and 
trusts in Hashem with his 
entire heart and soul or if he 
is merely paying lip service to 
Him without really meaning it? 

I once read the following 
moshol that brings out the 
lesson of how a person can test 
his bitachon to determine if it 

is genuine or not:  

There once was a mountain 
climber who decided that he 
wanted to climb to the top of 
a very tall mountain. No man 
had ever reached the summit 
of this mountain before, and 
he was intent on being the first. 
He set out on his climb after a 
few arduous weeks, the peak 
of the mountain was in view. 
He had almost reached his 
goal, when he suddenly found 
his path blocked by a large, 
smooth boulder. 

This rock had no perches to 
rest his feet in and nowhere to 
get traction to be able to climb. 
He stuck spike after spike into 
the rock until he finally was 
able to climb over it and make 
it to the mountain’s peak.    

As he tried to steady himself 
on the peak of the mountain, he 
realized that it was un-sturdy, 
and he began to wobble. He 
saw that he was in a very bad 
situation. He was not standing 
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on firm ground and was in 
danger of falling to his death at 
any moment, yet he could not 
reach any firm spot to rest his 
exhausted body. 

In a fit of desperation, he cried 
out, “Ribono Shel Olam! Please 
have mercy on me and save 
me!” Suddenly, he heard a bas 
kol saying to him, “Tell me the 
truth. Do you really believe in 
Me?” 

He answered, ‘Yes. I definitely 
believe in You. Please help me!”

The voice said to him again, 
“Do you truly and genuinely 
believe in Me?” He replied, 
“Yes! Yes! Yes!” 

The voice then said, “If you 
really trust in Me, let go of the 
loose stone you are clutching 
onto!” 

What should this person do. 
He is holding onto the rock for 
dear life. It is the only thing 
separating him from a terrible 
fall. Can he possibly let go of it? 

It all depends on his level of 
bitachon. If he is only paying 
lip service and saying that he 
trusts in Hashem, he won’t let 
go. If he genuinely trusts in 
Hashem, then he will. 

While it may seem like this 
moshol is farfetched, it actually 
is very relevant to us all. We 
are all holding onto a loose 
stone for dear life. We run after 
money, happiness, peace of 
mind and health all day. Then, 
we cry out to Hashem and say 
that we trust in Him. 

We are answered, so to speak, 
by a bas kol that tells us: You 
can prove that you trust in Me 
by letting go of the “stone” that 
you are leaning on. In fact, 
you don’t have to let go of it 
completely. All you have to do 
is abandon it for one hour a 
day – which you will set aside 
as a time to learn Torah and to 
disregard all other worries.  

This hour a day of learning 
Torah is the test a person can 
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use to determine if he really 
trusts in Hashem. If one is 
willing to remove all of his 
worries from his head for that 
one hour because he trusts 
that Hashem is the one who 
provides for him, it is a proof 
that he really does believe and 
trust in Him. 

The Obligation of Hishtadlus: J
While one must trust in 

Hashem, this does not exempt 
a person from his obligation to 
exert his own efforts to make 
a living. If one doesn’t do any 
hishtadlus, it is a sign that he 
is haughty and thinks he is 
superior than others. 

The Baal Ha’Akeidah (Parshas 

Vayishlach) explains this concept by 
citing the story of how Dovid 
Hamelech fled from his son, 
Avsholom. Why did he run 
away? Didn’t Hashem promise 
him that he would reign as king 
over Klal Yisroel? Doesn’t that 

mean that Avshalom could 
never defeat him?

The answer is that a person 
needs to do his own hishtadlus. 
If Dovid hadn’t done anything 
on his own, this would have 
been seen as gaivah. It would 
have been seen as a sign that he 
thought of himself as so great 
that he doesn’t need to do any 
hishtadlus. Thus, we see that 
every person has to exert at 
least some of his own efforts. 

He Heard Their Cries:J
I saw the following story that 

brings out the power of emunah 
and tefillah in a sefer that was 
simply called “Emunah”. The 
author relates the story in the 
name of the protagonist:  

On the morning of Shabbos 
Shuva, the Shabbos after Rosh 
Hashanah, the air-conditioning 
in my house turned off because 
the Shabbos clock had not been 
set correctly. The result of this 
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was that my house quickly 
became very hot. 

In the afternoon, I sat down 
next to my young son and told 
him a story about the Rebbe 
Rav Zusha zy”a. I told him how 
Rav Zusha once sat and learned 
all day, from morning until 
night. When he got hungry, he 
lifted his eyes to the Heavens 
and said, “Tatteh, Zusha is 
hungry!”Immediately, a man 
arrived at his door, bearing 
some food for supper. 

This happened every day. 

A certain individual witnessed 
this, and said to himself, “Let’s 
see how great Rav Zusha’s 
emunah really is….”

He approached the man who 
brought Rav Zusha his meal 
every day and told him, “Don’t 
bring Rav Zusha his food 
tomorrow. I want to bring it to 
him.”

The next day, the man did not 

bring Rav Zusha any food, and 
he waited to see what he would 
do. When it came time to eat, 
Rav Zusha made his usual 
announcement, “Tatteh, Zusha 
is hungry!”

Suddenly, a stranger entered 
the house with a basket full 
of food, which he gave to Rav 
Zusha. 

The man who had wanted to 
test Rav Zusha was shocked. 
He ran after the stranger 
and asked him why he had 
brought food to the Rebbe. The 
stranger said, “Yesterday, I was 
crossing a narrow bridge over a 
river when another man came 
towards me. I pushed him out 
of my way and kept going. Only 
later, it became known to me 
that the man I had pushed was 
a holy and righteous person. 
This caused me a lot of anguish 
and I brought the food over to 
appease him. Thankfully, he 
did forgive me.”
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The man who had wanted to 
test Rav Zusha now clearly saw 
how Hashem fulfills the will 
of those who fear Him and He 
hears their cries (Tehillim 195:18). 

The protagonist continued by 
saying: After I finished relating 
this story to my son, I uttered 
a tefillah from the depths of 
my heart: Ribono Shel Olam! 
Please accept my prayer, not for 
my own sake but for the sake 
of my son’s chinuch. I want to 
teach him the power of tefillah 
and the power of emunah. The 
reason the air-conditioner cools 
down the house is not because 
it has any power of its own. 
Rather, it is because that is Your 
will. You can do anything and 
everything that we have is sent 
to us from you. Please make 
the air-condition start working 
again.”

I then told my son, “It’s very 
hot. Let’s ask Hashem to turn 
the air-conditioner back on. If 
we ask Him sincerely and really 

believe that He can do anything, 
and if it is really in our best 
interest, Hashem will accept 
our prayer and turn it on.”

We then davened to Hashem 
with simple words and said, 
“Ribono Shel Olam! It’s hot!” 
Incredibly, a few seconds later 
the air-conditioner began to 
work! 

We immediately began to 
praise Hashem and thank Him. 
And I was overjoyed that He 
had given me this opportunity 
to instill a lesson about the 
power of emunah and tefillah 
into my son’s heart. 

He Was Afraid to Trust 
Hashem Completely: J

The Alter of Novardhok zt”l (Sefer 

Madreigos Ha’adam, Chelek 1) explains the 
idea of bitachon by saying that 
it is usually very difficult for a 
person to place all of his trust in 
Hashem and to depend on Him 
completely. A person is faced 



The Way Of Emunah

15

with constant pressure to earn 
a living. It is natural for him to 
feel like he has to work hard to 
earn money. Even if he trusts 
in Hashem, he thinks that 
he needs to “help Hashem” a 
little bit by working harder. He 
doesn’t consider himself such 
a great tzadik that he doesn’t 
need to do any hishtadlus, so 
he “pitches in” and believes 
that his work helps Hashem 
provide for him. 

The Alter explains the folly of 
this mindset with a moshol: 

There once was a coalminer 
who worked hard all day. His 
work was difficult and dirty. 
After working with coal all day, 
he was coated in black dust 
from head to toe. 

One day, the miner met a 
childhood friend. His friend 
told him, “I remember that 
when you were young, you 
were very gifted with your 
hands. Why didn’t you become 
a jewelry-maker? If you would 

make golden jewelry, you could 
make a lot more money and 
you would be a lot cleaner.” 

The miner responded, “I 
have been working in the coal 
business for years and people 
come in all the time to buy coal 
from me. Although I only make 
a few dollars a day, I am able 
to live off that. No one has ever 
come into my store looking to 
buy jewelry. If I were a jeweler, 
I wouldn’t make any money 
and my family would starve to 
death.” 

His friend shouted at him, 
“What a fool you are! No one 
goes into a filthy coal store 
looking for jewels. But if you 
had opened a nice, shiny 
jewelry store and hung above 
the door saying that you are a 
jeweler, people would come in 
to buy jewelry and you would 
be able to make a better and 
cleaner living.”

If a person chooses to depend 
on his own hishtadlus and he 
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really believes that he has the 
power to help himself, Hashem 
allows him to do so. He lets him 
work hard to make a living. But 
if a person chooses to trust in 
Hashem, and he “hangs up a 
sign” stating that he relies on 
Hashem to provide for him, he 
will be taken care of in a better 
way and he will have a more 
fulfilling life.  

How Much Effort Must a 
Person Exert?J

The Torah decrees that a 
person has to live “by the sweat 
of his brow” (Bereishis 3:19). It is 
impossible to avoid this decree 
completely. But the amount 
that a person needs to sweat is 
not decreed. This depends on 
the person’s own choice.

If a person’s bitachon is weak, 
he will have to work a lot. But 
if a person trusts in Hashem 
completely, he won’t have to 
exert much effort to make a 
living. Hashem will help him 

earn a living without much 
sweat. 

“Ibber Chochomim” Don’t Get 
Food:J

The pasuk in Koheles (19:1) says 
that chochomim do not get 
bread. 

The Chidushei Harim zy”a 
asks why this would be true. 
Why wouldn’t wise men receive 
bread to eat and feed their 
families? 

He answers that this pasuk 
is not referring to smart 
chochomim. Rather, it is talking 
about “ibber chochomim” (smart 

alecks). A real chochom trusts in 
Hashem and knows that He 
is the provider of everything. 
Therefore, he deserves to 
receive sustenance. An ibber 
chochom, however, thinks that 
he can take matters into his 
own hands and make a living 
on his own. He thinks that he 
can build up his own successful 
business and he doesn’t need 
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to rely on Hashem. Hashrem 
responds by saying: You think 
you’re so smart? Let’s see how 
well you do on your own!” 

The Poor Man’s Mistake:J
The Saba Kadisha of Radoshitz 

zy”a would say: “The worst 
thing about being poor is that a 
poor person genuinely believes 
that if he ever gets rich, he won’t 
have to suffer any more and he 
will finally be able to be happy. 
The truth is, however, that 
neither poverty nor wealth can 
make a person happy. Rather, 
everything is up to Hashem.”  

Parnassah From Shomayim:J
Sefer Gedolei Hadoros relates 

the following story in the name 
of the son-in-law of Rav Yosef 
Zundel of Salant zt”l: 

A short time after my wedding, 
I happened to overhear two 
men talking about me. One 

of them said to the other, “Do 
you know that this young man 
is relying on Rav Zundel to 
support and feed him? Doesn’t 
he know that the tzadik is very 
poor and can’t even afford to 
feed himself? How can he take 
food from him?”  

After I heard that, I decided 
to stop eating my meals in my 
father-in-law’s house. I told 
my wife that I didn’t want to 
be a burden on her father and 
that we would find our own 
apartment and Hashem would 
provide for us. My wife agreed 
but said that she first had to 
ask permission from her father. 
She went to him and told him 
my idea. 

After my wife spoke to her 
father, Rav Zundel came over 
to me and said, “Is the food in 
my home not to your liking? I 
can try to improve it for you, if 
that is the case.”

I answered him, “Chas 
v’shalom! The food is excellent. 
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But I heard people saying that 
it is difficult for you to feed me 
because you are so poor. That’s 
why I decided that we should 
find a way to support ourselves.” 

My father-in-law replied, “My 
dear son-in-law, you are making 
a mistake. I am not supporting 
you. Hashem is providing for 
you. I am just His messenger. 
Come with me. Let’s ask your 
shvigger. She will confirm what 
I’m saying.”

We went to my mother-in-law 
and Rav Zundel said to her, 
“Tell them what you told me at 
their tenayim.”   

The Rebbitzen said, “I asked 
my husband how he could 
obligate himself to feed you for 
a year since we are so poor. He 
told me, “Didn’t our son-in-
law agree that he would sit and 
learn? We have an empty clay 
pitcher. Put a little water into 
it every day and it will turn into 
vinegar, which you can sell to 

buy food for the young couple. 
From that day on, I filled the 
pitcher with water every day, 
and it turned into vinegar!”  

When she finished speaking, 
Rav Zundel turned to me and 
said, “You see that I am not 
supporting you. I am certain 
that it is in your merit that the 
water turns into vinegar. If you 
would leave my home, it would 
remain water.” 

The Tzadik is an Agent of 
Hashem:  J

The following story is related 
by Rav Eliezer Dovid Friedman 
zt”l (in his sefer M’Pi Sefarim V’Sofrim): 

A man once approached the 
Siach Eliezer of Yampoli zy”a 
(a grandson of the Baal Shem Tov zy”a) and 
complained that he did not have 
a good source of livelihood and 
he didn’t have enough money 
to live. He asked the Rebbe 
to reveal to him the winning 
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numbers for the next lottery so 
that he could win the prize and 
have enough money to support 
his family. 

The Rebbe listened to what 
the man had to say and told 
him which numbers to choose. 
And the man won the lottery! 

When the Rebbitzen heard 
about the miracle her husband 
had performed, she got very 
upset. Their own household 
was extremely poor and they 
had no source of livelihood. She 
complained to her husband, “If 
I didn’t know that you had the 
ability to know the winning 
lottery numbers, I wouldn’t 
have any complaints against 
you. But now that I see that 
you can predict the winning 
numbers, I am very mad at 
you. Why did you give them 
to that man? Why didn’t you 
buy a ticket yourself so that we 
could have enough money to 

live?” 

The Rebbe answered her, “Let 
me ask you something. Is the 
mailman who brings letters to 
all of the city’s residents rich or 
poor?”

The Rebbitzen said, “Of 
course he isn’t rich. He gets 
paid very little.” 

The Rebbe asked, “How could 
he be poor? He carries around 
large amounts of money every 
day in the mail and gives it to 
other people. How could it be 
that he isn’t rich himself?” 

The Rebbitzen replied, “The 
money he is carrying isn’t his. 
He is just an agent to bring it to 
other people.”

 The Rebbe then said, “I am
 like the mailman. My job is
 to deliver specific things to
 specific people. Those things
 are not mine, so I cannot
 “.benefit from them
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